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CONTEXT   
“The context is chaos. We are a world brimming with conflict, impunity, inequality, and 

unpredictability. A world marked by self-defeating geopolitical divides ... brazen violations of 

international law ... and wholesale cuts in development and humanitarian aid. These forces and 

more are shaking the foundations of global cooperation and testing the resilience of 

multilateralism itself. That is the paradox of our era: at a time when we need international 

cooperation the most, we seem to be the least inclined to use it and invest in it. 

1945 problem-solving will not solve 2026 problems. If structures do not reflect our times, our 

world, our realities – they will lose legitimacy. 

The top one percent holds 43 percent of global financial assets. And last year alone, the richest 

500 individuals added US$2.2 trillion to their fortunes. Increasingly, we see a world where the 

ultra-wealthiest and the companies they control are calling the shots like never before – wielding 

outsized influence over economies, information, and even the rules that govern us all. The 

concentration of power and wealth in so few 

hands is morally indefensible. More than that, 

it is a clear and present danger to the Charter 

and the promise of equal rights and dignity for 

all. 

Look no further than artificial intelligence – and 

the algorithms shaping our lives. These are too 

consequential to be controlled only by a few 

companies or optimised only to monetise 

attention and outrage. We must ensure humanity steers technology, not the other way around. 

Ten years after the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals, two-thirds of the targets are 

lagging. The world is falling short by over US$4 trillion a year in the resources developing 

countries need to deliver on these promises by 2030. Sustainable peace requires sustainable 

development. 

We cannot afford complacency, denial or delay. We cannot be bystanders to injustice, 

indifference, or impunity. And we have the power to chart a different course.” 

.  

Antonio Guterres 

UN Secretary General 
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