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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The Coming Abundance: From an Age of Scarcity to a World of Plenty

For the first time in history, humanity has the means to end scarcity for everyone on Earth. This
arrives in the middle of a system of wealth creation that is creating the highest economic
inequalities in recent times. That is the paradox this report sets out to address. The coming
abundance arises from the same civilisational transition that is presently causing so much
disruption. The shift from the Industrial Age to a technology-driven Systems Age is dissolving the
old order faster than a new one can be built, and the turbulence of recent years is its
manifestation. That same transition is generating capability at a scale without precedent.

Solutions already on the market could meet close to 90% of the Sustainable Development Goals
with no further breakthrough, and a larger wave - artificial intelligence, quantum computing, gene
editing, fusion, nanotechnology and extended reality - is not far behind. What is in doubt is who it
reaches. Capability of this kind has never distributed itself. Britain's industrial revolution produced
fifty years of flat wages atop soaring output; the same technologies, carried through empire,
reversed development across whole regions of the world. Abundance does not trickle down on its
own. It goes where the institutions exist to receive it, and today, arriving on top of decades of
concentrating wealth, the default outcome is that it concentrates further.

That is the dilemma the world now faces. Left to run on its current course, this new capability
accrues to those already positioned to capture it, widening the very divide it might have closed,
and deepening the instability that divide is already producing. Or the world uses this decade to
build what abundance needs to spread: the institutions, markets and investable conditions
through which capital can reach the billions currently outside the global economy. The task ahead
is considerable. Geopolitical compassion seems to have left the world for now. And with
governments under pressure to deliver when they do not seem able to do so, is creating hazard
at home. Nothing proposed in this report requires that losers are created for others to win. The
billions of people presently outside the global economy are the demand that makes investment
commercial, and they rise by participating in markets that do not yet exist. The prize is not divided
by including them. It is created by including them.

This report arrives as the United Nations prepares for a new Secretary-General. Whoever takes
office in January 2027 will inherit a world that has made real progress, fallen short of its goals, and
entered a new erga, all at once. The challenge is no longer only to complete an agenda written for
an age of scarcity, but to shape how the coming abundance is shared. This report is offered in
support of that task. At one of the most exciting points in history, with scientific and technological
breakthroughs ahead that can unlock the limits of human potential, this report provides a
pathway to a shared future led by nations that can pioneer to create whole new markets across
the world, and in the process raise all of humanity.
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